
Course Title: Indian Art and Architecture 

Course Code: 

Course Description: 

The Indian Art and Architecture course provides an in-depth exploration of the rich and diverse artistic 
traditions that have flourished on the Indian subcontinent. From ancient times to the present day, India 
has been home to a remarkable variety of artistic expressions, spanning different regions, religions, and 
historical periods. This course delves into the key artistic styles, architectural forms, and artistic 
techniques that characterize Indian art. Students will study the cultural, religious, and historical contexts 
that influenced the development of Indian art and examine iconic masterpieces and architectural 
marvels from different periods. Through a combination of lectures, discussions, and visual analysis, 
students will gain a deep appreciation for the artistic heritage of India and its significance in the global 
art world. 

Course Objectives: 

• To Recall and identify significant art and architectural styles, periods, and examples from
different regions of India.

• To Comprehend the historical, cultural, and religious influences that shaped Indian art and
architecture throughout different eras.

• To Analyze and evaluate various artistic techniques, materials, and architectural principles
employed in Indian art and architecture.

• To Examine and compare the formal elements and symbolic meanings present in Indian art
and architectural forms.

• To Assess the impact of political, social, and religious factors on the development and
transformation of Indian art and architecture.

• To Utilize knowledge gained to interpret and interpretively engage with Indian art and
architecture through critical thinking and creative expression.

Learning Outcomes: 

LO1: Develop a comprehensive understanding of the major artistic styles and regional variations in 
Indian art and architecture. 

LO2: Gain knowledge of the cultural, religious, and historical contexts that influenced the 
development of Indian art and architecture. 

LO3: Analyze and interpret key elements, forms, and motifs used in Indian art, demonstrating an 
understanding of their cultural and symbolic significance. 

LO4: Explore the materials, techniques, and processes employed in creating Indian art and 
architecture, and recognize their technical and aesthetic achievements. 

LO5: Engage critically with iconic masterpieces and architectural marvels from different periods, 
demonstrating an ability to evaluate their artistic qualities and historical significance. 

LO6: Appreciate the broader cultural, artistic, and global significance of Indian art and architecture, 
recognizing their contributions to the world of art and the preservation of cultural heritage. 



1. Introduction to Indian Art and Architecture
1.1 Introduction to Art and Architecture Prologue to historical art.
1.2 Pre-Mauryan
1.3 Mauryan Period Art and Architecture

2. Emergence of Stupa Architecture
2.1 Origin of Stupa Architecture
2.2 Pre-Mauryan and Mauryan Periods
2.3 North India, Central India, Deccan and Gandhara

3. Emergence and Development of Rock-cut Architecture
3.1 Origin of Rock-cut Architecture.
3.2 Eastern India, Deccan, Central India.
3.3 South India

4. Emergence and Development of Temple Architecture
4.1 Origin of Temple Architecture- Theoretical Aspects, Concept and Symbolism of

Temple.
4.2 Early and Late Structural Temples in North, Central, and Western India
4.3 Structural Temples and Monuments: Eastern India

5. Sculptural Art and Paintings - Emergence and Development
5.1 Sculptural Art and Paintings

a. Terracottas, Ivories and Bronzes
b. Paintings
c. Stone sculptures-Gandhara, Mathura, Sarnath and Andhra Schools of Art.
d. Art during the Gupta-Vakataka period.

5.2 
a. Manwal Temple
b. Krimchi Temple
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