
Course Title: INDIAN ICONOGRAPHY 
Course Code: 

Course Description: 
The course aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding and appreciation of 
this unique artistic and spiritual tradition. The objectives include introducing students to the 
significance of Indian iconography, exploring the fundamental elements and their symbolism, 
studying representations of deities and divine beings, analyzing regional and temporal 
variations, interpreting the symbolic meanings, appreciating aesthetic qualities, understanding 
the cultural context, and raising awareness about preservation. By achieving these objectives, 
students will develop the knowledge and skills necessary to interpret, analyze, and engage with 
Indian iconographic art forms, fostering a deeper understanding of the rich cultural and spiritual 
heritage of India. 

Course Objectives: 
• To recall and identify key iconographic elements used in Indian art, such as postures,

gestures, expressions, attire, and attributes, and associate them with their symbolic
meanings.

• To demonstrate an understanding of the cultural, religious, and philosophical
significance of Indian iconography, recognizing the context and symbolism behind
specific elements and compositions.

• To apply knowledge of Indian iconography to analyze and interpret various artworks,
discerning the intended meanings and narratives portrayed by different deities and
divine beings.

• To analyze and evaluate regional and temporal variations in Indian iconography,
identifying stylistic differences and artistic expressions across different periods and
regions in India.

• To critically evaluate the aesthetic qualities, artistic techniques, and compositional
aspects of Indian iconographic art forms, discerning their artistic merits and cultural
influences.

• To demonstrate creativity by integrating knowledge of Indian iconography into
personal artistic expressions, creating original artworks that incorporate symbolic
elements and convey specific meanings.

Learning Outcomes: 

LO1: Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the principles, symbolism, and 
significance of Indian iconography, including its historical development, cultural context, and 
religious influences. 
LO2: Identify and analyze the key elements, gestures, postures, and attributes used in Indian 
iconography to represent deities, mythological figures, and divine manifestations. 
LO3: Interpret and explain the symbolic meanings and iconographic conventions associated 
with different types of Indian deities and their representations, recognizing the 
interconnectedness of religious, philosophical, and cultural contexts. 
LO4: Develop the ability to visually analyze and interpret Indian iconographic sculptures, 
paintings, and temple architecture, recognizing the stylistic features, iconographic details, and 
narrative representations embedded within them. 



LO5: Critically evaluate the role of Indian iconography in religious rituals, worship practices, 
and spiritual traditions, understanding its role in creating sacred spaces and facilitating 
devotees’ connection with the divine. 
LO6: Apply knowledge of Indian iconography in the interpretation and appreciation of Indian 
art, literature, and religious texts, fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of the 
cultural and spiritual dimensions of Indian civilization. 

1. Introduction to Iconography
1.1 Significance of iconographic studies, sources
1.2 Concept and Symbolism of Icon and image worship
1.3 Origin and Antiquity of image worship in India

2. Hindu Iconography
2.1 Emergence and development of Iconography of Vishnu and Shiva
2.2 Brahma, Ganesha, Surya, Karttikeya
2.3 Development of Iconography of Goddesses: Saptamatrikas, Durga, Lakshmi,

Saraswati, Mahishsuramardini, Chamunda, Bhairavi, Regional traits of Shakta 
iconography 

3. Buddhist Iconography
3.1 Origin and Development of Buddhist Imagery
3.2 An iconic representation of the Buddha: Concept and Meaning
3.3 Origin of the Buddha image, various theories of the origin of the Buddha image, Different

iconographic forms 

4. Jaina Iconography
4.1 Origin and Development of Jain Images
4.2 Ayagapatta
4.3 Jaina Tirthankaras, Jaina Yakshas and Yakshini

5. Miscellaneous iconographic forms
5.1 Role and Significance of minor deities in ancient religious setting
5.2 Pastoral Deities, Goddesses of Fertility, Yakshas, Nagas
5.3 Vidyadharas, Gandharvas, Kinnaras, Surasundaris and Mithun Shilpas, Hero stones and

Sati stones 
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