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 The motto of the University “बु���ा�नेन शुध्येहती” meaning that knowledge refines, purifies, and sharpens the mind
with the Rising sun, the Banyan tree, and the infinite sky emphatically reflecting the values, aspirations, goals, and
ethos of the university, I deem it my privilege to work as a team leader to realize the full potential of one and all so
that collectively we usher in an enlightened society, where inclusiveness, equity, justice and peace for all prevails.
Standing on the threshold of a new era of education in India with the implementation of NEP-2020 when sweeping
and significant changes are being envisaged with thrust on multidisciplinary institutions offering programmes with
high-quality teaching, research, and community engagement, I am confident this phenomenal paradigmatic shift
will understandably bridge the gap between students and institutions by emphasizing upon increased flexibility
and enhanced life skills. The Central University of Jammu is committed to offer such cutting-edge learning
experiences, internationally benchmarked education, and critical research opportunities by playing a participatory
role in the growth of civil society.
The Central University of Jammu has completed ten years of its existence and this necessitates an introspective
stocktaking which every stakeholder must undertake so that our journey together is robust and fruitful. Therefore,
we need to continue with consistent, rigorous, and sustained efforts in our academic journey so that more
milestones are attained in our march ahead to attain our mission in full spirit.
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Welcome to the Centre for Comparative
Religions and Civilizations. In an increasingly
interconnected yet complex world, the need to
understand the diverse spiritual, cultural, and
philosophical currents that shape human
history has never been more urgent. Here at the
Central University of Jammu, we do not merely
study religions as static traditions; we engage
with them as living, breathing systems of
thought that influence societies, politics, and
individual lives. Our mandate is unique: to
pursue the science of religion through a non-
sectarian and interdisciplinary lens. Whether
we are decoding ancient scripts or analyzing
modern interfaith dynamics, our goal is to
produce scholars who possess both critical
intellect and deep empathy. I invite you to join
us in this rigorous intellectual pursuit.
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U S

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

           
To be an advance Centre for research
and systematic study of multi-
religious and cultural ethos of India
by adopting the comparative, inter-
disciplinary, scientific, dialogical
critical and analytical methods. Part
of the vision is to transform the
society by promoting communal
harmony, mutual appreciation and the
spirit of the tolerance in the context
of pluralism.

The mission of the Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations is to describe and interpret the
developments, worldviews, and practices of religious traditions in a non-sectarian, academic manner, for
the benefit of students, faculty from other fields, and the public. Within a public university, religion must
be approached with academic objectivity and without favouritism for any one tradition. Yet, religion must
also be studied with sensitivity and empathy for the millions of believers whose lives are shaped by their
faith. Comparative religion examines the spiritual quest of humankind, especially as it has manifested itself
in the world’s living religions. These include Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism,
Judaism, and other less familiar traditions. No other academic field examines the origins, sacred writings,
rituals, beliefs, and worldviews of various religions for their own sake, rather than as an aspect of another
field of study. The Centre is to be a celebration of India’s multicultural and multi-religious ethos.

                                       
The academic study of Religions was understood by nineteenth century
scholars to be a 'scientific' discipline based on observation and objective
analysis just as the other sciences were. A Science of Religion, based on an
impartial and truly scientific comparison of all, or at all events, of the most
important, Religions of mankind, is now only a question of time. It becomes the
duty of those who have devoted their life to the study of the principal Religions
of the world in their original documents, and who value and revere it in
whatever form they may present them self, to take possession of this new
territory in the name of true science. The Centre for the study of Comparative
Religions and Civilizations is one of the very few institutions of its kind in this
country and we, at Central University of Jammu, are proud to keep it running.
The Centre was established in July, 2016. The Director In-charge of the Centre is
Prof. Niranjna Bhandari. There is one professor , two associate professors and
four assistant professors in the Centre.

OBJECTIVES
To study and research various Religions and civilizations of the world.
To compare various Religions and civilizations and make students aware about
the points of convergence of different religions and civilizations.
To Conduct research to bring out the salient features of different religious
traditions, and value systems.
To offer various study programme to chart out the paths for co-existence of
humanity
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The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations, in collaboration
with UGC-Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Centre (UGC-MMTTC),
Central University of Jammu conducted a Faculty Development
Programme (FDP) from 23rd September to 1st October, 2025 through
Online Mode. The agenda of the activity was to orient and sensitize faculty
members and research scholars regarding the Indian Knowledge System
(IKS) in alignment with the National Education Policy (NEP). The activity
consisted of Faculty Members and Research Scholars from recognized
Universities and Colleges. The activity was organized and executed well
under the patronage of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev Jain and the
organizing team comprising Prof. Niranjana Bhandari, Dr. Vikas Singh, Dr.
G.V. Snigdha Raj, Dr. Akshay Kumar, and Dr. Neelika Arora.
The program focused on the theme "Indian Knowledge System (IKS)
(NEP-Orientation and Sensitization)". The sessions were conducted daily
from 02:00 PM to 05:00 PM. The program was taken into consideration
for the fulfillment of requirements laid down in the Career Advancement
Scheme (CAS) of UGC.
The participants actively participated in the event by interacting with the
resource persons. Participants were involved in discussions and
assessment tests necessary for certification. The event was very
informative and all participants appreciated the insights into the Indian
Knowledge System.
They all showed great interest towards the implementation of NEP
guidelines.

E V E N T S
FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAMME-2025

SANSKRIT DAY CELEBRATION-2025
Y D

SANSKRIT DIWAS SAMAROH
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations
conducted a 'Sanskrit Diwas Samaroh' activity on 8th
August 2025 through online mode. The agenda of the
activity was to celebrate the Sanskrit language and its
rich heritage. The activity consisted of faculty
members, students, and distinguished speakers. The
activity was organized and executed well under the
patronage of Prof. Sanjeev Jain and coordinated by Dr.
G.V. Snigdha Raj. Chief Speaker Prof. Ashit K. Mandi
and Dr. Ghanshyam Mishra delivered talks on the
significance of Sanskrit. The students were actively
participated in the event by interacting with the
speakers. The event was very informative and
highlighted the timeless relevance of the language.

Faculty Development
Programmes (FDPs) are
structured training or
academic enrichment
programs designed to
improve the teaching
skills, research capacity,
subject knowledge, and
professional growth of
teachers working in
colleges and universities



Alumni Meet 2024
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted an Alumni Meet activity on 14th November 2024 at Central
University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to reconnect with past students and foster institutional growth. The activity
consisted of over 30 alumni members working in various sectors, along with current faculty and students. The activity was
organized and executed well under the patronage of Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev Jain and convened by Dr. G.V. Snigdha
Raj. Prof. Niranjana Bhandari delivered the presidential address, and senior alumnus Mr. Bal Krishan Kandhari shared views on
"Forgotten Kashmir Shaivism". The students were actively participated in the event by performing a cultural programme. All
alumni showed great interest in supporting the institution's mission.

Basant Panchami Celebration
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a
celebration activity on 3rd February 2025 at Central University of
Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to spread awareness about
Indian culture and traditions on the occasion of Basant Panchami. The
activity consisted of faculty members and students from the Centre
and other departments. The activity was organized and executed well
under the dynamic leadership of Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Sanjeev Jain. Prof. Niranjana Bhandari emphasized the importance of
celebrating festivals to foster inclusivity. Students recited Vedic
chanting and offered aarti to Mata Saraswati. The students were
actively participated in the event and the ceremony concluded with
the distribution of sweets.

A L M U N I  M E E T  2 0 2 4

The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations (CCRC) celebrated Teacher's Day with
great enthusiasm to honor the invaluable contribution of teachers in shaping minds. The
celebrations were organized entirely by the students of the department as a tribute to their
mentors. The event commenced with a warm welcome to Director Prof. Niranjana Bhandari and
the esteemed faculty members. This was followed by a vibrant cultural program featuring
poetry, speeches, and performances depicting the sacred Guru-Shishya tradition. In her address,
the Director expressed gratitude to the students and emphasized the importance of academic
integrity and moral values, encouraging the student community to contribute sincerely towards
the progress of the Centre

TEACHER’S DAY CELEBRATION

DR. SARVEPALLI RADHAKRISHNAN

“THE TRUE TEACHERS ARE THOSE WHO HELP US THINK FOR OURSELVES.”



SAMVAD

Samvad Presentation: Marriage Culture of Pahari Community
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a Samvad presentation activity on 3rd
September 2024 at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to preserve and understand
regional anthropological traditions. The activity consisted of Faculty members and Research Scholars of the
department. The activity was organized and executed well under the guidance of Prof. Niranjana Bhandari. Ms.
Salma Javid delivered a talk titled "Marriage culture of Pahari community in J&K: An overview of trad &
culture". The students were actively participated in the event by interacting with the presenter. Attendees were
involved in discussions regarding the unique rituals of the Pahari community.

Samvad Presentation: Origin of Buddhism in Jammu & Kashmir
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a Samvad presentation activity on
11th October 2024 at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to trace the roots of
Buddhist philosophy in the region. The activity consisted of Faculty members and Research Scholars of
the department. The activity was organized and executed well under the guidance of Prof. Niranjana
Bhandari. Mr. Naresh Bussay delivered a talk titled "Origin of Buddhism in Jammu & Kashmir". The
students were actively participated in the event by interacting with the presenter. Faculty members
were involved in discussions, and the event was very informative regarding regional history.
 8th November 202 8th November 202

Samvad Presentation: Comparative Study of Meditation
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a Samvad
presentation activity on 8th November 2024 at Central University of Jammu. The
agenda of the activity was to compare spiritual technologies for mental well-
being. The activity consisted of Faculty members and Research Scholars of the
department. The activity was organized and executed well under the guidance of
Prof. Niranjana Bhandari. Mr. Narottam Kushwaha delivered a talk titled "The
Role of Meditation in Enhancing Well-being: A Comparative Study of Buddhist
and Kashmir Shaiva Tradition". The students were actively participated in the
event by interacting with the presenter. Students were involved in discussions
on the practical applications of ancient wisdom.

संवाद

Samvad Presentation: Kashmir Shaivism
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations
conducted a Samvad presentation activity on 9th February
2024 at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the
activity was to delve into the non-dualistic Tantric traditions
of the region. The activity consisted of Faculty members and
Research Scholars of the department. The activity was
organized and executed well under the guidance of Prof.
Niranjana Bhandari. Research Scholar Mr. Sohail Quyoom
delivered a talk titled "Kashmir Shaivism". The students
were actively participated in the event by interacting with
the presenter. Faculty members, including Dr. Ajay Kumar
Singh and Dr. Arvind Rituraj, were involved in discussions
and question-answer sessions.

Samvad Presentation: Buddhist Institutions and Political Development
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a Samvad presentation
activity on 15th March 2024 at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to
analyze the intersection of religion and governance. The activity consisted of Faculty members
and Research Scholars of the department. The activity was organized and executed well under
the guidance of Prof. Niranjana Bhandari. Research Scholar Mr. Manish Bharti delivered a talk
titled "Role of Buddhist Institutions in Political Development". The students were actively
participated in the event by interacting with the presenter. Attendees were involved in
discussions regarding the historical influence of Sanghas on state policy.

Samvad Presentation: Ancient Rivers of North India
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations
conducted a Samvad presentation activity on 22nd March 2024
at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was
to understand the geographical and cultural history of the Vedic
period. The activity consisted of Faculty members and Research
Scholars of the department. The activity was organized and
executed well under the guidance of Director I/c Dr. Ajay Kumar
Singh. Research Scholar Mr. Romith Chira delivered a talk titled
"A historical significance of Ancient Rivers of North India
(Sapta-Sindhu)". The students were actively participated in the
event by interacting with the presenter. Faculty members were
involved in discussions about the ecological and spiritual legacy
of these river systems.

Samvad Presentation: Ethnomedicinal Knowledge
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a Samvad presentation activity on 7th November
2025 at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to review indigenous medicinal practices. The
activity consisted of Faculty members, Research Scholars, and M.A. students of the department. The activity was
organized and executed well under the guidance of Prof. Niranjana Bhandari. PhD Scholar Mr. Sachin Bauriyan
delivered a talk titled "Ethnomedicinal Knowledge of Bhotiya Tribe of Uttarakhand: A Narrative Review". The
students were actively participated in the event by interacting with the presenter. Faculty members including Dr.
Vikas Singh and Dr. Ashwini Kumar were involved in discussions and the event was very informative.
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                          WHAT  IS  A   SAMVAD?

A dialogic discussion is not just talking—it is:
Mutual exchange (not one-sided like a lecture)
Collaborative thinking (participants build ideas
together)
Respectful listening and questioning
Open-ended (aimed at understanding, not just
winning an argument)
 In simple terms:
 Samvaad = Dialogue that creates meaning
through interaction.



THURSDAY MIND MEET-2024

THURSDAY MIND MEET-2025

Thursday Mind Meet: The Department organised a Thursday
Mind Meet on 17 July 2025 in the Committee Room, focusing on
the theme “The Relevance of Pilgrimage Centres of Jammu and
Kashmir.” The programme was held under the patronage of the
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sanjeev Jain, and featured an
expert lecture by Prof. Lalit Gupta (University of Jammu), who
offered valuable historical and cultural perspectives on the
region’s pilgrimage traditions. The session was convened by Prof.
Vandana Sharma and conducted under the leadership of the
Head of the Department, Prof. Niranjna Bhandari, with Dr. Ajay
Kumar Singh as Moderator. The panel discussion was enriched
by the contributions of Mr. Narottam Kushwaha and Ms.
Deewanshu Rathore (PhD Scholars, CCRC), and Mr. Aman
Chaudhary (Master’s Student, CCRC), leading to an engaging and
intellectually stimulating interaction with participants.

V R F A N S H Z

Thursday Mind Meet: Influence of Indian Dharma-Culture on Japan
The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted a 'Thursday Mind Meet' activity on
8th February 2024 at Central University of Jammu. The agenda of the activity was to explore the
historical cultural transmission between India and Japan. The activity consisted of faculty members
and research scholars of the department. The activity was organized and executed well under the
convenorship of Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh. A panel discussion was held on the theme "The Influence of
Indian Dharma-Culture on Japan," featuring eminent panelists including Mr. Narottam Kushwaha,
Mr. Sohail Quyoom, Ms. Anne Marie Matthew, Mr. Manish Bharti, Ms. Salma Javid, and Mr. Romith
Chira. The students were actively participated in the event by interacting with the panelists. Students
were involved in discussions and the event was very informative.

Thursday Mind Meet: The Department organised a **Thursday Mind Meet** on **8
February 2024** at the **Brig. Rajinder Singh Auditorium, Central University of
Jammu**, on the theme *“The Influence of Indian Dharma-Culture on Japan.”* The
programme was held under the patronage of the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, **Prof.
Sanjeev Jain**, with **Prof. Siddharth Singh** (Former Director, Vivekananda
Cultural Centre, Embassy of India, Tokyo, Japan) as the Chief Guest, who delivered
an illuminating address on the historical and cultural linkages between India and
Japan. The event was convened by **Prof. Vandana Sharma** (Dean, School of
Languages) and co-convened by **Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh** (Director I/C, CCRC). The
academic deliberations were further enriched by the insights of the eminent
panelists **Prof. Niranjna Bhandari**, **Dr. Arvind Rituraj**, **Dr. Ashwani
Kumar**, **Dr. Amita Gupta**, and **Dr. G. V. Snigdha Raj**, making the
programme intellectually engaging and highly informative.



26   MARCH  2025th

NATIONAL CONFERENCE - 2025

The Department successfully organised a
National Conference on “Geo-Cultural
Identity of the Sapt-Sindhu Region” on 26
March 2025 in hybrid mode at the Brig.
Rajinder Singh Auditorium, Central
University of Jammu. The conference was
held under the patronage of the Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sanjeev Jain, with
Prof. Kuldeep Chand Agnihotri (Former
Vice-Chancellor, Central University of
Himachal Pradesh) as the Chief Guest. The
academic deliberations were enriched by
the scholarly addresses of Prof.
Harmohinder Singh Bedi (Chancellor,
Central University of Himachal Pradesh,
Padmashri Awardee) and Prof. Shashi
Tiwari (Retired Professor, University of
Delhi).

 The conference was chaired by Prof. Niranjna
Bhandari (HOD & Director, CCRC), convened by Dr.
Ajay Kumar Singh, with Dr. Arvind Rituraj serving
as Organising Secretary, and supported by the Co-
Convenors Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Dr. Amita Gupta,
and Dr. G. V. Snigdha Raj, ensuring a successful
and intellectually stimulating academic event.



Purmandal Temple is an ancient Shaiva shrine
located about 40 km from Jammu, on the banks of
the sacred Devika River. Often called “Chhota
Kashi,” it is dedicated to Lord Shiva and holds strong
religious and cultural importance in the Jammu
region. The complex features multiple small temples,
ghats, and natural springs, reflecting a long tradition
of pilgrimage and ritual bathing. Architecturally
modest yet spiritually significant, Purmandal is
especially vibrant during Shivratri and other Shaiva
festivals, drawing devotees from across Jammu and
Kashmir.

EDUCATIONAL FIELD TRIP

PARMANDAL

The Centre for Comparative Religions and Civilizations conducted an educational
field trip activity on 28th November 2025 to Purmandal (Chhota Kashi). The agenda
of the activity was to provide first-hand information on religious architecture and
the cultural significance of the Devika River. The activity consisted of faculty
members, Ph.D. scholars, and M.A. students of the department. The activity was
organized and executed well under the guidance of the Centre. The group visited the
Inderashwer Temple and the Umapati Temple, observing the Nagara style of
architecture and the cluster of 108 temples. The students were actively participated
in the event by interacting with local experts like Sh. Ashutosh Sharma and Acharya
Adarsh Panday at Ved Vidyalaya. The event was very informative regarding the
intersection of cultural influences and the region's spiritual identity.

The Nīlamata Purāṇa,  an early medieval
Sanskrit  text describing the sacred geography
and ritual traditions of the Kashmir–Jammu
region, refers to Purmandal as an important
Śaiva tīrtha associated with the sacred Devikā
River.  The text highlights the sanctity of Devikā’s
waters and emphasizes ritual bathing,  worship of
Śiva,  and the performance of vows (vrata) and
ancestral rites (śrāddha) at such riverine shrines.
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