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Concept Note
In terms of Jammu and Kashmir, the struggle for freedom has been shown in a different
context than the Indian nationalist movement. Little is written or said about the vast
struggle launched by the leaders of Jammu and Kashmir right from the beginning of the
mass movement in India. The programs launched by the leaders of J&K did not only include
the masses from both Jammu and Kashmir but were also running simultaneously with the
various mass programs of the National Struggle Movement. Historical research reveals
that Jammu and Kashmir of the twentieth century have undeniable continuity with the
rest of India during the period of the sociopolitical awakening of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century. The organized political elite of Jammu and Kashmir indulged in
various popular organizations like the Dogra Sadar Sabha which included the members of
each religion of the Jammu and Kashmir. The political awareness created by these
organizations generated a large youth movement that participated in the Khilafat and
Noncooperation movement. The nationalist leaders started the publication of nationalist
literature in the form of fliers and newspapers bearing Nationalist slogans like ‘Vande
Mataram’ etc which incurred the wrath as the British resident felt uncomfortable at the
verbal and written expressions of nationalist tendency in a Princely State like Jammu and
Kashmir. Maharaja Hari Singh as Chairman of the Chamber of Princes in the first round
table conference in London advocated the complete freedom of India.

This Contribution of Jammu Kashmir to India’s freedom struggle movement needs to be
examined and appropriated so that this rich historical fact must come into the public
domain, and in turn, it enlightens and enriches us and our future generations. With this
objective, the Centre for Comparative Religion and Civilization in collaboration with the
Centre for Ladakh and Jammu Kashmir Studies is organizing ICSSR Sponsored two days
National Seminar on the theme “Independent India and Jammu Kashmir” under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav on 08.05.2022 and 09.05.2022. 25 invited speakers and more than 150
participants are going to be part of the said national seminar cum intellectual meet.

Sub-themes:

Independence Movement
POJK displaced community catastrophe
Indus water treaty
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